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FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND
EUROPEAN MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of
Transcript: 2.22.2019

[Interviewer requests and receives permission to record the

interview and to use the information gathered]

[00:00:00]
[Talking Over Each Other]
FEMALE: Thank you for the [inaudible].

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Okay. You're welcome.
The other thank you.

[Laughter]

Okay, you'll make a famous man out of me yet.

[Laughter]

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter] Well, we'll see.
[Laughter]

I think you're already famous.

Alright.

So, my name is Marvin Bendele.

I'm here, the date is — I'm here at Karl Kuby's Restaurant — Kuby's
Sausage, uh, - and the date is November twenty-eighth [28"], two
thousand seventeen [2017].

It is currently eight-fifty-six [8:56] A.M.

Uh, - we're here to interview Karl Kuby Sr. about his life uh, - with
the restaurant and — and food here at — in Dallas.

But uh, - also hopefully beyond that, as well.

Uh, - so, Mr. Kuby can I ask you to say your name and spell your last
[00:00:44]
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[00:00:44]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: name, and then give — give

us your birth date again.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Okay.

My name is Karl F. Kuby, K, U, B, Y.

Spelled K with an uh, - uh, - Karl with a K.

I was born on the twenty-fifth [25™] of December, nineteen thirty-
two [1932] in Kaiserslautern.

That is spelled, Kaiserslautern, Germany, which is a — a little State —
Eines Falls [sp] now.

At that time it was Palatinate, Germany.

We are about twenty [20] miles from the French border.

My parents ran a butcher shop that was founded in seventeen
thirteen [1713] by one [1] of my fore fathers.

He was a manager of a little kingdom called Lauingen [sp].

And uh, - when the old Duke died the young one [1] came to him,
and he told him that he should put the lands.

You know, each farmer, each - we businessman had to pay.
Everything belonged to the State, so to the Kingdom.

So, everybody had to pay fifteen percent [15%b0] of his income, as to
the — to the King.

[Talking Over Each Other]

To the — yeah, to the — to the Duke.

And uh, -, at that time, Germany had about forty-eight [48] different
kingdoms - small kingdoms.

[00:02:33]
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[00:02:33]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And uh, - the Kaiser, the Emperor
had put a guideline not to charge more than fifteen percent [15%0],
because that was about as much as they could afford.

But the young Prince when the old man died, he says, ‘I want you to
charge twenty percent [20%6]’.

So, Kuby, his name was Daniel Kuby, he was a kind of uh, - he
studied law in Strasburg.

And uh, - he said, ‘the Kaiser gave us this guideline and I think we
should stick to the guideline.

Your Father was gonna go by the guideline’.

And he says, ‘I need the money, you don't go by the guideline’.

So, he says, ‘I'm not gonna do it’.

And he says, ‘well, and uh, -, 1 have to do greater measures’.

And then he says, ‘No, I'm gonna take you to the Kaiser's Court, the
Emperor's Court and sue you'’.

And he did, and he won the case, but he got fired.

You know, who would keep him when he go against the — the King,
you know, so to speak.

So, he was lost, [inaudible] he was uh, - by profession, he was a
lawyer, manager of a kingdom.

But he was — he said, ‘oh, there's forty-eight [48] kingdoms, I'm
gonna find another job’.

And he went from place to place — to place to place, and he couldn't
find another job.

They wouldn't hire him.

[00:04:09]
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[00:04:09]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, he came to Kaiserslautern for
the reason that there the Emperor had a castle, a hunting castle.
And he thought if he would get this to manage then it would be a
good job, you know.

And even the — even the Kaiser would not manage; they would not
hire him.

So, he went ahead and uh, - he stayed in Kaiserslautern, and he met
a widow that had a butcher shop that was founded around sixteen
fifty [1650].

And uh, - they fell in love and he married her.

And he had to serve an apprenticeship of three [3] years, and then
work as a journeyman for another couple of years, before he could
take over the shop.

And the shop he took over in twenty-one [-1921].

And then he put it under the name of ‘Kuby’.

Now he became the — the ‘Master of the Guild’, and he went right
away into uh, - here to fore.

I've got to say here to fore, the Emperor, they would — they would
demand the meat prices to state this, and this, and this, and this.
And he says, ‘we don't make no money that way’.

‘We can go by, you know, by demand’.

So, he went ahead and told the butchers could raise their prices
whenever it was necessary.

And uh, - so, he existed for about maybe twenty [20] years, because
he — he was about fifty-six [56] before he died, you know.
[00:05:53]
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[00:05:53]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And uh, - and that butcher shop
also existed till — till about the turn of the century, [inaudible] so my
brother had lost it.

Because he had no more heirs so they — they had to close it down.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, so, this like the turn of
the century, twenty — two thousand [2000]?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Ninety-eight [1998].

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Ninety-eight [1998]. Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, I grew up in the business.

I wanted to be uh, - study medicine, going to high school and — and

Pre-Med.

And uh, - but somehow | baked very good chocolate.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, really?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And so, they — they came around

and they wanted to — wanted me to play professional soccer.
[00:06:44]
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[00:06:44]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: At that time was, they call it uh, -
contract soccer.

They — they pay you X — X amount of dollars, and then they pay you

each game, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: The — the — the fee is about uh, -
was about eighty [80] marks a month, which was twenty dollars
[$20.00] a month.

And the home game was nine dollars [$9.00] and an outside game
eighteen dollars [$18.00], you know.

So, you would get real in comparison.

I played for Bair Leverkusen [sp], you know, Bair Leverkusen [sp].
And that uh, - that's the number one [1] club now.

And they hired this Mexican guy, Chiciorito [sp].

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: They paid I think nine million
dollars for him to get him.
And then they paid him about six million dollars a year.

Playing — playing the same position that I played at [inaudible].

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.
[00:07:37]
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[00:07:37]
[Talking Over Each Other]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, I — 1 went to Leverkusen, it is
about uh, - oh, 1 don't know, about two hundred [200] miles from my
home town.

And uh, - my father had the foresights, ‘learn your — your trade’.

So, I — I — I learned my trade, you know, worked as a butcher, and so
on.

And 1 got the Master Degree in — in the Meat Market, and uh, -

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: What does that entail?

Getting a Master’s Degree?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: It's—it's —yeah, it's like a
Master's Degree.
It's — it's not quite uh, - what you do and — and normally in Germany

the — The Education System, you want me to stay like this?

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: No, no, you're fine.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, The Education System
is that you have actually two [2] or — two [2] — maybe three [3]
different Education System.

You go from one [1] to four [4] Grammar School.

At the end of the fourth [4™] year in Grammar School, the teachers
[00:08:38]
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[00:08:38]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: pull out the qualified kids that are
good students.

And recommend to the parents that they could go on to a higher
degree of learning.

In the High School with the age of eleven [11], you know, actually
when you finish with the tenth [10'"] and the fourth [4'"] grade.

And then they go for nine [9] years to high school.

The High School includes pre — pre-college courses, you know.

So, they graduated with nineteen [19], and that's what 1 did.

And then you can go to — to college, you knowv.

But, we as kids, we worked at home, you know, we had to do boning.
We had to help out, and so, - so, I — | was able to make my studies —

studies as a butcher in two [2] years.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, wow.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Because | — 1 worked for all my
life in that same business, you know.

So, when I was that way and — and | came home, and | got hurt.

I couldn't play professional soccer anymore, and | went back to the

home club and played uh, - an amateur club, you know.

Because | — I had the Achilles Tendons torn up.
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, wow.
[00:09:47]
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[00:09:47]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And that is like you couldn't fix it.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right. Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And I came home, and uh, - | met
this wonderful girl.

She was my neighbor, and uh, - but she was a model.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: A model.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: A Dress designer, and uh, - she
was a seamstress, dress designer, and a model.

And she modeled in the — in the city.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And so, I — 1 wanted to marry her
and my parents did not like that.

They wanted me to marry a butcher girl, so they could help in the
butcher.

Because | was the oldest one, 1 would automatically get the
business, that's the way it is.

And uh, - so, I decided, 1 think the best way would be for me to leave
the country.

But that decision was made already much much earlier.

[00:10:49]
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[00:10:49]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: We grew up in a way wonderful
family, you know.

My family uh, - my Father and Mother they were such good people.
I never saw them fight.

When my Father died, I told my Mom, | said, ‘you know, you were my
idol’.

‘1 never heard you say a bad word about him, and him never saying
anything bad to you’.

‘And I want to be the same way’.

And she said, ‘oh, we had our differences, but it was none of your

business’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know. [Laughter]

‘We — we settled that out of the — when you were not around, you
know’.

So, anyway, but uh, - when I — when my Father was about — he was
exempt from The Army, because he was already over forty [40] years

old when The War broke out, and uh, -.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: World War 11?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: World War I1.

[00:11:45]
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[00:11:45]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And he had one [1] of our helpers,
he was a socialist.

And he found some old Socialist newspapers.

And he went to downtown and gave them away.

And so they arrested him and they put him the Dachau, in the

Concentration Camp.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Who was this?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: To Dachau in the —
[Talking Over Each Other]

It was uh, - uh, - one [1] of our workers.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, so they arrested him
and — and uh, - they put him to Dachau because it was against The

Nazi System, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Well, he was not Jewish, he was

just a Socialist, against Hitler, you know.
[00:12:24]
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[00:12:24]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, Papa was a Member of the
Party.

In nineteen-forty-one [1941], when The War was over with France
when they make the peace with The Wichie, you know, with the
The Wichies.

He was let out from Dachau for good behavior.

You know, because we won The War with France, and he had to
promise not to tell anybody about what's going on in — in the
Concentration Camp, you know.

So, he came to live with us, because his house was confiscated by
The Nazis, so he had no place to stay.

And we had — we used to have — uh, - anyway about five [5] — six [6]
people working for us that lived with us.

You know, I've got a picture of the house out there.

Uh, - that lived with us upstairs.

There was bedrooms and bathrooms that they — they used
themselves, you know.

So, he said, Fritz, you know, most of your help is in The War, they
were, and we didn't have, so you need me.

Maybe I can help you, and then uh, - you can stay with you, you
know.

So, he stayed with us, and at night they would have a bottle of beer
together and talk.

And | guess one [1] night he told my Father what was really going on
in the Concentration Camp.

[00:13:50]
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[00:13:50]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, wow.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: He says, ‘he was tortured, in order
to get uh, - the names of all The Socialist Party members, you know,
and he started crying’.

And he said that he — ‘he told the — the thing’.

But he said, ‘I couldn't stand it anymore’.

‘They would whip him, then they put him in a — in a uh, - he called it

a bucket of water and then shock him with current’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, my gosh. Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, until — until he
confessed uh, - who was the members.

So, when my Father heard that, he says, ‘you know, one [1] of the
things that was different between The German Army and The French
Army after World War | was the fact The French first [1st] mode of
punishment was whipping’.

‘You know, they would put a soldier up there, and with a whip, he
would get thirty [30] whips, ten [10] whips, whatever violations he
did, you know’.

And uh, - I saw in nineteen-forty-five [1945], forty-six [1946], we —
we were uh, - we were allowed to go out at first [1st] only two [2]
hours in the morning and two [2] hours in the afternoon.

So, we would go two [2] hours out of town, in the country, and then
[00:15:11]

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND EUROPEAN
MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of Transcript:
2.22.2019 Page 13



352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND
EUROPEAN MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of
Transcript: 2.22.2019

[00:15:11]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: come back in the two [2] hours
when we —

And we came back, and 1 heard the — the music from The French uh,
- occupation.

And I go look, and they had a uh, - a Moroccan [sp] soldier standing
on a — on a chair.

And the sergeant behind it with a whip and giving him, you know, 1
could see it from about a hundred [100] — a hundred and fifty [150]
yards away.

And uh, - so we hurried up, because they didn't want us to see that,

you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: How old were you at that
time?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: I was about thirteen [13].
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, I was thirteen [13]
years.

Anyway, then all those things came out about The Concentration
Camps.

I felt ashamed to be German; At first [1st] | did not believe it.

But then they came — people that were in The Concentration Camp

[00:15:59]
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[00:15:59]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: like, there was an old lady, Ms.
Burnbaum [sp].

She came back; her — her son was in California, and she went to — to
California to stay with her son, who was the same age like my
Father.

And that sweet old lady was a Jewish lady and she was our neighbor.

And we kids would go over there and play over there.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Is she one [1] of the

customers at the — at the butcher shop?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, our — our butcher shop.
And uh, - she was gone.

You know, she went to — to — but then she came back and she said.
‘My Father said, | thought you went to Fritz’?

You know, his name was Fritz too.

And uh, -, so he says, ‘oh, she says Fritz uh, - Fritz means ‘Little
Fritz’, you know, they call him’.

She knew him since he was a little boy like her son.

She says, ‘America is a wonderful country, but I want to die at

home’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, so I learned that these
[00:16:56]
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[00:16:56]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: things actually were true about
The Concentration Camp.

And I felt so ashamed, I — I lost my confidence.

I prayed my Grandmother used to; I got to go back.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: | got to go back.

When 1 was born, | weighed only two [2] pounds and four [4]
ounces.

So, my Grandmother, who was Lutheran, took me, and ran down to
the first [1st] church that was in the block, you know.

It was a Lutheran Church, and had me baptized Lutheran, she was
Lutheran.

And I — I held that against her, because my Mama was Catholic — my
Father was Lutheran.

And my — my Mother was uh, - married to my Father.

She promised the Priest that the kids would be baptized Catholic.
Grandmother took me, and | said, ‘I'm cheated that on despise [sp]’,
you know, | — I always felt that way.

But later on 1 found out, and I really give her the benefit of the
doubt, because she was such a sweet woman.

And I think she did it out of fear 1 would die before 1 could get to
church, because then you go to hell, you know - -

[Talking Over Each Other]

[00:18:15]
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[00:18:15]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Because you weren't —

because you weren't baptized, right?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, because | wasn't baptized.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, I give her the benefit of the
doubt, you know.

But my Mother had four [4] more children, she had three [3] more
children.

One [1] — one [1] | had one [1] sister and two [2] more brothers.
And uh, - they were all Lutheran.

So, Mama said ‘then if one [1] Lutheran and — and one [1] is
Lutheran and the other one [1] Catholic, that doesn't make no sense,
you know’.

So, but she never did go to church.

And she was excommunicated, and when my Father died, he had two
[2] friends, they were — they were uh, - Jesuit [sp] Priests in Brazil,
they were neighbor kids.

And they grew up together, and they came over to — on the way to —
to The Pope, John, Pope John, you know, that — that they call him
‘The Farmer’, you know.

And uh, - so my Mother, they stopped at my Mother's house when
she had found at that Fritz died.

[00:19:21]
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[00:19:21]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Their friend, Fritz died, you know,
was just happened at the same time.

[Clearing Throat]

So, they, my Mother confessed to him, and she told him, 1 guess, how
unhappy she was that she was excommunicated.

And they took the - her — her case to The Pope.

And The Pope reinstated her and [inaudible] fellowship in The
Catholic Church.

So, she — she became a Catholic again and died happy.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, she went to church
again.

But anyway, so that — that was one [1] of the reasons also I — | just,
I could not be proud even though the — we — we were, you know,
right after The War everything was destroyed.

I could show you pictures; 1 should have brought some of those
pictures.

The city was sixty percent [6020] demolished.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Which city was this?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Kaiserslautern, my home town.

[00:20:19]
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[00:20:19]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay. Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, we would, as kids, you know, 1
was twelve [12] — thirteen [13] years old, my brother eleven [11].
We would sit there every day, at least one [1] or two [2] hours.

And | had an old brick, a hammer when we cleaned the mortar off
the bricks, put them on the side, you know, so they could use them

when they rebuilt the house, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Was — was the butcher shop

destroyed as well?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: No, our house was — like a miracle
it was uh, - that — that one [1] side of the block was all gone.

There was nothing wrong with it.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: So, just to get a — an idea of
the space.

Did you had the butcher shop and your house together?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

And see at the [inaudible] when my Father, | go — go back to my
Father again.

He went down to the — to the Party Headquarter, when they were all
little city, they all know each other, you know.

[00:21:10]
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[00:21:10]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And the head man of the Party
was a guy by the name of uh, - Arthur Kobin [sp].

And he said, ‘1 do a — I'm gonna resign, because Hitler lied to us.

He said, no German would ever beat somebody else, because The
French did beat the Germans up, you know, too after World War I’.
Well, to make a long story short, he did not turn the papers in for six
[6] — seven [7] weeks.

And so, my Father said, ‘why — uh, - see they don't do nothing to me’.
And he said, ‘well, 1 haven't send in the papers’.

And then he said, ‘yes, | have the papers still here’.

And he says, ‘let me have them, I send them in’.

And then two [2] or three [3] weeks later, there was The Order out

for him to be arrested.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Hum.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, he said, ‘what should I do
now’?

And he says, ‘well the only way is you had so connections with the
twenty-third [23™] Infantry Regiment’.

My great-grandfather had bought the castle from The Count when he
gave it to that Infantry Regiment for a Headquarter.

And uh, - he says, ‘volunteer in this thing again’.

So, he went to — to uh, - Munich, he went into The Infantry, and they
shipped him to Rumania where he — where he spent the rest of The
[00:22:42]
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[00:22:42]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: War fighting The Russians.

But he was a — a cook in The Army.

And us kids, my brother and 1, they took us away from our Mother.
They closed our business down, and The Army took over the butcher
[inaudible], the sausage factory, and make sausage for The Army.
They closed our business down, and uh, - sent us kids, the two [2]
little ones.

My sister and my little brother stayed with my Mom.

And uh, - they sent us to Czechoslovakia into a Pre-Military School.
I would say a Cadet School like very much like the — The Marine

Academy down in the valley, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Kind of something like that.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: So, this is when you were
about thirteen [13] — fourteen [14]?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: | was — | was twelve [12].

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And my brother was eleven [11].

[00:23:30]
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[00:23:30]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And we stayed there for about one
[1] year and then The War was over.
So, my, at the end of The War, | saw Traunstein burning.

Traunstein, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: We were about a hundred and ten
[110] miles away from Traunstein to the South — South Sea, kind of
just South of Traunstein.

We could see the sky was red just like a dome.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Red for three [3] days at night.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, my God.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And they said there's a big
bombing going there, we didn't know what happened there it was a
uh, -.

All these things that happened, and then when we came back we
cleaned those bricks up, and we couldn't go outside.

[00:24:11]
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[00:24:11]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And we saw these American
soldiers laughing, smiling.

You know, the first [1st] ones | saw, | was in a little village to get
my bread.

You know, they send us when we came back from the school.

And my Father send us out in the country to my uncle.

They had a little farm in the country.

And so, we would get one [1] week, we would get four [4] loaves of
bread.

And I go down there with the bicycle, and there was thirty [30] —
forty [40] people standing in line, when 1 finding my way coming.
Well, as | walked into the door, 1 — I thought somebody pushed me
in, and then | heard this loud noise.

And I — I didn't know what happened.

I — I thought maybe a bomb hit or something.

And | was pushed into the store.

And I got my bread, and when | came out, everything was dusty.
And | looked up, there was the church and the steeple was gone.
See what happened, Patton came in.

And people on the left side of the line they were.

And — and he would [inaudible] there was this — they checked all the
high — high places, and they shot them out in case they had spies up

there, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Or snipers. Snipers.
[00:25:23]
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[00:25:23]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Snipers, yeah.

And uh, - so, I stand there with my bread.

And all of a sudden 1 see the people hanging bed sheets out of the
window.

And stand there with the window, with their white handkerchief like
this, when I say, what is this?

And | see these soldiers coming up the street.

They came up from around the corner, tank first [1st] and then a
Command Car with an officer on there.

Machine gun on it and they pointed the machine.

And | stand there with my bread.

I said, ‘you're not gonna take my bread away from me’.

[Laughter]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: | stand there with my bread.

And they were Americans; you couldn't hear them, because the
German soldiers had these cleats on their shoes.
You know, they go boom, boom, boom, and these were just sneaking.

I said, they are like Indians, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

[00:26:07]
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[00:26:07]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, | heard that all these
Western, you know, Indians they walk like Indians, you know, they

had shoes soles.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right. Right. [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And copper soles on the shoe.
That's how | saw [inaudible].

And then 1 went back to the farm, and 1 told uh, - my aunt.

‘Aren’'t the Americans out there on there’?

It's about four [4] miles from where | was.

And | went to school down there.

And uh, - they said, ‘oh, you don't believe it.’

‘You — we don't believe it’.

And | said, ‘no, 1 saw them, I saw them’.

They didn't come for another six [6] weeks.

Then two [2] or three [3] guys come walked up there, two [2] G.I.s.
You know, very lightly leisurely coming to this little village, seven [7]
houses.

And uh, -, you know what?

There was [inaudible] thirty [30] or forty [40] German soldiers in the
barn.

We would feed them and, you know, they threw their weapons away
and they want to go home, you know.

They knew The War was lost, you know, The War was going on on
[00:27:03]
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[00:27:03]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: the other side of The Rhine
River.

So, the farmers would feed them; they cook a — a pot full of beans, or
something like that.

And — and here those two [2] Americans walked up there, and they
walked around cause he was the — The Head Forest Ranger.

And uh, - The Head Game Warden and he had guns.

And they looked at these old guns and they left.

And they're looking at these old shotgun, you know, [inaudible] and
they gave it back to him.

And uh, - and even the ammunition he had in the house.

You know, they — they just didn't take anything and they walked
away.

And we — for another two [2] or three [3] weeks we didn't see any
one.

And then finally Papa came out there and he says, ‘we’re go into
town, we're coming back home.’

And when | came home to our house there was thirty [30] people
living in our house, because there was so many people had nothing,
no place to stay, you know.

And uh, - you know what?

We had thirty [30] people living in our house strangers.

And that was going on for another six [6] months maybe.

And then we couldn't open up the business till - till we — my Father
was, you know, he had to go [inaudible] because he was a Party
[00:28:24]
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[00:28:24]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: member.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And he — his was, he was ahead of
plus that he resigned, you know.

But that had to be — it was - -

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Did they have to establish?

The Americans have to establish that?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah. Yeah.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Yeah. Did he get

interrogated?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, and then we became under
French occupation, and the French paid us back what we ever did in

France, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: We were — they had a — they had
the same law.

When a French soldier came and asked you, ‘where [In French], you
[00:28:52]
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[00:28:52]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: know, we spoke French too, you
know.

[In French] ‘where's the — where's the railroad station, you know’?
And then you would tell them, ‘go this way, this way, and this way’.
‘[In French] well how many minutes’?

And | say to them, ‘yeah, this — this many’.

Okay, you know, and when he had the luggage, and he had to do
the luggage, you had to go with him to carry it to the railroad station.
So, one [1] — one [1] of my buddies — one [1] of my buddies, he
would he — he — they called him.

And he say, ‘[In French], and he said, how far is it’?

And he says, ‘if you run like in nineteen-forty [1940], you'll be there
in five [5] minutes.’

[Laughter]

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: They arrested him.
[Laughter]

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And they kept him in jail for a
couple of days.

He was only fourteen [14] years old, you know.

[00:29:43]
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[00:29:43]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: But— but anyway, so — so the
French were different.

But, you know, you — they are also good people, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: But uh, -, we were very lucky.
World War 1, before World War I, Kuby's — we would have the first
[1st] — we were the first [1st] business in my part of the country
that buy all the tenderloins from every butcher shop.

All the — the — the sirloins and everything, good cuts of meat.

And we shipped it to the hotels uh, - on — on The Riviera, to France,
to Paris, to Switzerland and everything.

We actually had a — a house in Switzerland in the [inaudible] on the
main street where my Father, my Mother.

My — my Father had these two [2] sisters that were younger than
him.

They were there during World War | in that house.

And uh, - and the other sister, she was a nurse in World War I, and
she died of tuberculosis.

Because the soldiers they — they contracted tuberculosis, and they

had a big hospital in my home town and.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Well, so the — I'm sorry.
The Kuby's were buying up this meat and shipping it around before
[00:31:09]

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND EUROPEAN
MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of Transcript:
2.22.2019 Page 29



784
785
786
787
788
789
790
791
792
793
794
795
796
797
798
799
800
801
802
803
804
805
806
807
808
809
810

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND
EUROPEAN MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of
Transcript: 2.22.2019

[00:31:09]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: World War 1?2

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And then ship it to the hotel.

Before, yeah, and so my Father —

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Before World War 1?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Before World War 1.
[Talking Over Each Other]

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And my Grandfather and Great
Grand — Grandfather, you know, he was a very rich man.

And he had a — this big house in Switzerland.

But after World War 11 — after World War 1, this — the Swiss
government took the house away from us for ‘Restitutional War

Damage’ that the Germans did in World War 1.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, they had some
damage, so they had to — so that house is still there, probably worth
maybe ten million dollars.

But it's gone, you know.

[00:31:47]
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811 [00:31:47]

812 INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

813

814 INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And uh, -, so, | came over here.
815 1 wanted to come over here.

816  All these things; let me put it this way.

817 All these things that weighing on me, because | prayed.

818 1 prayed what my Grandmother taught me.

819 ‘I prayed let us win the War’.

820 ‘Protect Hitler, protect the soldiers, protect everything’.

821 And everything went down sour, you know.

822 I mean, The Lord - 1 — | started to doubt ‘Father in Heaven’.
823
824 INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Did you feel lied to by the

825 government?

826

827 INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Because | was so sincere with
828 them.

829 And I always saw them, my Grandmother always said that ‘Father in
830 Heaven, he's an old man, he's a kind old man’.

831 And —and well, I — I thought, | felt bad, because like uh, - my

832 prayers.

833 But my prayers were answered.

834 Only one [1] or two [2] of my cousins got Killed.

835 And my - one [1] of my uncles got killed, two [2] of my uncles got
836 killed in The War, you know, the rest of them came home.

837 [00:32:53]
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[00:32:53]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Our house was preserved, you
know.

And not many people uh, - they had so much luck, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, when I came back, but I —
Then in the — when we rebuilt Germany, we came back; my Father
had built up the business — a wonderful business.

And uh, - we were just a super — super store.

And we had cars, and we had uh, -, we all had to work with them and
everything.

And but, | wanted to be somewhere where the people smile.

I didn't want to go downtown anymore, and see all these people
siting by the side of the street with their legs [inaudible] or have no
arms, or blind.

And you — and you have a hat there, and someone played the piano.
Or have the — the accordion and someone played the violin.

And — and you throw a few pennies in there, you know.

And 1 go to that — I — 1 want to go where there's happiness.

I saw these American soldiers, you know, the first [1st] American
soldiers when we -

When my Father picked us up from that place out in the country we
drove back with our bicycles.

And they were so organized.

[00:34:06]
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[00:34:06]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: They had on the side of the road,
they had a two [2] inch uh, - a four [4] inch pipe with gasoline.

And every two [2] or three [3] miles they could fill their cars up with

gasoline, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Wow.
[Talking Over Each Other]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And they would [inaudible]
thousands of cars, you know.

And their cars full of soldiers going to ‘The Front’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And uh, - and then the first [1st]
thing what they did, they threw us some boxes, little packages.

Sea rations, K rations, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And my Father picked them up.
And | said, ‘what you doing’?

He says, ‘oh, there's chocolate in it. You're gonna like it’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]
[00:34:45]
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[00:34:45]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: He said, ‘Papa did it, they poison
us’.
They — we do not — they told us.

And they did some real bad things.

You know, when we were kids — when we were kids, we had to go
out in the field to — to find potato bugs in the potato fields, you
know.

You know, German number one [1] food is potatoes, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, really.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And our potatoes never had potato
bugs.

You know, the potato beetles, they're little uh, - beetles like this.
And they would drop ‘em by the airplanes.

And in — in bottles, and they break, and then all of a sudden our
potato greens they're — all the fields were eaten up.

And though we finally realized these are potato beetles, you know,
the — the Americans brought them in.

So, we had to go — we had no D.D.T., there was nothing.

You know, even the — so, the uh, - we had to go out [inaudible], and
how crazy the Germans are the — we had to collect those beetles.
Put them in a bottle, and then they put alcohol all over to kill them.
[Laughter]

You know, so — so it was humane.

[00:35:56]

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND EUROPEAN
MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of Transcript:
2.22.2019 Page 34



919
920
921
922
923
924
925
926
927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943
944
945

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND
EUROPEAN MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of
Transcript: 2.22.2019

[00:35:56]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, it's — so they — they did
a few things.
For — for instance, another thing they did they would drop uh, - these

fountain pens, you know, fountain pens.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: All of a sudden you find all these.
‘Oh, look at that, a fountain pen’.

And you opened up the fountain pen and it blew your hand off.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, wow.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Gosh.

And so the potato beetles were there to ruin the crops, so they could
get them to be used - -

[Talking Over Each Other]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, on — on the — the fountains
they would.

And then also at the end of The War they had — they shot at
[00:36:32]
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[00:36:32]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: everything moving.

I was shot at — | was bombed at.

My brother and I — I, as a matter of fact, when | was there just uh, -

three [3] months ago, | went to that little town.

We were in a truck and uh, - two [2] or three [3] planes came diving
at us and shot at us, and they shot right through the trucks.

There were about thirty [30] people in it.

We jumped and ran into the basement, you know, - you know, they
had this — the same wrecked [inaudible] is still there.

And you — and you could see the — where the guns hit on the side of

the door.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, wow.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: They're still there, | saw that
[inaudible].

And | know it's - The War at the end of The War it was terrible.

And one [1] other thing what I won me over for the — the Americans
was their kindness, you know.

They were not allowed to give us anything.

No fraternity with the — with the people.

But the first [1st] when they gave us those — those — those K — those

K — K rations.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.
[00:37:41]
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[00:37:41]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: My Father opened it up and there
was uh, - gum in it, you know.

Gum we never had gum before.

And he says, ‘that's candy that you never - don't swallow it, you can
use it’.

And I used the — the gum at night.

I put it on my nightstand and the next day I'd - -

[Talking Over Each Other]

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Chew it again.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, you know, but uh, - uh, -1
liked it.

I — he had to show us.

He actually had to eat the chocolate and we waited for about an hour

and he wasn't dying, so.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Hum. Make sure it wasn't

poison.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, before we ate the chocolate.

We were so indoctrinated, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.
Well, I mean, they had put in; they had dropped potato beetles on
[00:38:20]
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[00:38:20]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: your crops, so.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, they — they had a few things
like that but the soldiers [inaudible] used —

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: They didn't like.

And then, uh, - so one [1] night I looked out at the next door.

We were had a brewery across the street, you know.

And uh, - and they had a uh, - a lot of employees that lived there.
So, they — they took over the — the, you know, the brewery had
maybe fifty [50] vehicles to — to take the beer out, you know.
And they confiscated the whole thing and the American troops moved
in there — for transportation -

[Background Noise]

They had all these big uh, - eighteen [18] wheelers, you know.
They were all Blacks; that whole except for the officers they were

White, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And so one [1] night I hear them
making music on — they make music a lot of strange music, you
know.

[00:39:12]
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[00:39:12]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And their [inaudible] they played
uh, - the — the ‘Lily My Lane’, you know, that — that they would play
that every time.

You know, they — they liked that German song, you know.

So, and I look out the window and then all of a sudden | hear
someone whistle.

You know, and they all whistle like, [making a noise].

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And — and I looked and there was
this Black guy and all | could see is his white teeth and the Black
face.

And he says, ‘snaps’, you know, he was the guy across the street
from us, not quite as wide as this one [1].

I said, ‘snaps’ [sp]l.

Finally he said, ‘you want snaps’?

‘Oh, yeah, snaps’, he says.

I said, ‘how much’?

He says, ‘one [1] bottle, one [1] pound of coffee for one [1] bottle of
snaps’.

[Background Noise]

So, you know, 1 was a — | was a little bit; uh, - when you grow up in —
in the time like that you get a little greedy, you know.

And | said, ‘two [2] pounds of coffee for one [1] snaps’.

[00:40:10]
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[00:40:10]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: ‘So, - so, okay’.

So, he bought the coffee and I gave him the bottle.

And | made a friend with him.

So, at night they burned all their food what's leftover.

You know, | was in The American Army; I come to that later on.
And we had the order, everything leftover you burn it, because of

the bugs.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: They would burn it because of the
bugs, but we were hungry.

And then the bugs, the Germans, you know.

I said, ‘you don't have to burn that, oh, it's against the law’.

And I said, ‘what are you doing’?

And he says, ‘oh, I'm — 1 put it over there’.

You know, they — where they make malt — when they make malt, you
know how they make malt.

They take the — the barley and they take, and they put it — put it with
water.

Run water over it and put it in the basement where there's about
seventy [70] degrees.

And then they wait till they have a little stuff growing, you know, like
[00:41:09]
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[00:41:09]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: uh, - the barley sprouts, you
know.

Then they rake it all up and put it in a toasting oven.

And then they make it brown, and then they cook a [inaudible], and
that's make the — the brown beer.

Then they put hops [sp] in there, and then the yeast, and then they
let it ferment, and then you have the beer.

And — and the hops makes it bitter, the - the malt makes it sweet.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing. Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, so the — the right
combination is, and the more malt it gets darker.

And the less malt you make the blond beer, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, they were using the Germans
to make beer over there, you know.

But there was no malt, there was nothing.

So, they threw all their food away.

So, | said, ‘okay’.

So, I got all the milk cans and all the little pots and pans, and we put
it out there.

Oh, he says, ‘you don't need it’.

[00:42:02]
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[00:42:02]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, he came out there every day
after breakfast, after lunch, after dinner.

They put everything in number ten [10] cans, you know, the cans —
they threw the cans.

And then he went inside to look for the matches.

When he came out he didn't have to burn anything.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, and | had a business
going.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, I came home.

My Father said, ‘where you get all that stuff’?

I said, ‘so and so’.

Then 1 saw they poured out all the coffee.

You know, we hadn't had coffee for months, and months, and
months, you know.

The Germans would get a pound of coffee maybe a year.

Cause it wasn't, we didn't have no — they — they - there was none
available.

So, we would get the coffee from them.

And that coffee was like gold, you know, you could trade a shirt for
[00:42:52]
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[00:42:52]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: a pound, a half [1/2] pound of
coffee or something like that, you know, back and forth.

And then we ran out of snaps [sp], so my Father's cousin was a — uh,
uh, - had a — a pharmacist, you know, he had a compounded
pharmacy.

And they used alcohol to make the drops, you know, to make the
different delusions of the medicine.

So, he says, ‘well, can you make me some shaps’?

And he says, ‘well, 1 can make you some snaps’.

He says, ‘I give you one [1] pound of coffee for — for a bottle of
snaps’.

He said, ‘one [1] bottle, oh, yeah, 1 can make you all you want, you
know’.

[Laughter]

So, you know, alcohol wasn't available, you know, but it - -

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, he made the snaps, and he
put, sometimes he put anise [sp] flavor or sometimes whiskey.

You know, he [inaudible] make it brown like whiskey, and put little —
sometimes like cognac, you know.

Whatever — | had a business going.

So, one [1] day | saw them they threw all the coffee out.

And, you know, in combat over here wasn't a — | was mess sergeant
[00:43:52]
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[00:43:52]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: in the Eighth Army.

And uh, - when we were on maneuver we would make the coffee up
— coffee and put condensed milk in and sugar.

Everybody gets the same if they — if they didn't like sugar, it was too
bad, if you like it black.

Unless they just happened to come by, you know.

They — they drank whatever they got, you know.

Anyway, so, my gosh, they threw maybe five [5] gallons — ten [10] —
ten [10] gallons of coffee away.

So, | brought all these — I got a can out there, and | show you.

And | put them over there, and they threw it in our cans and then |
came home.

And Papa said, ‘oh, my gosh, pouring the coffee’.

My Grandmother she was — she — she's — oh, she thought she had
died and went to heaven.

So, - so, and it was sweet, you know.

So, Papa said, ‘what are we gonna do with all that coffee’?

So, we gave it to the neighbors, and we gave it to all the people and
everything.

And then my Father's cousin had uh, - a — a pastry shop, you know,
pastry shop.

And he had these ice cream machines.

So, he says, ‘we gonna make slush’, you know, because, you know,
so he made that coffee.

On the [inaudible] we didn't get ice — they had — they had no ice.
[00:45:09]

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND EUROPEAN
MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of Transcript:
2.22.2019 Page 44



1189
1190
1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196
1197
1198
1199
1200
1201
1202
1203
1204
1205
1206
1207
1208
1209
1210
1211
1212
1213
1214
1215

FOODWAYS TEXAS GREATER ORAL HISTORY PROJECT - ICONIC
RESTAURANT PROJECT - KUBY'S SAUSAGE HOUSE AND
EUROPEAN MARKET - INTERVIEW WITH KARL KUBY SR. - Date of
Transcript: 2.22.2019

[00:45:09]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, another friend of my Father
had the ice cream, the ice — ice house.

You know, he made those big blocks of ice that they weigh about
fifty [50] pounds a piece, you know.

So, he would give us for a pound of coffee, we could get a week's
long ice every day.

And we had to break it up, and then we had to churn the what — what
the guy, what my uncle not get we churned ourselves.
[Background Noise]

And Papa would put a little bit uh, - extra stuff in it, food and
something like that.

And made ice with strawberry, or we, you know, we put some
chocolate.

And one [1] time my Grandmother invented a new ice cream.

She used sour cream, and uh, - put little pieces of dark chocolate,
and mixed it all up.

And it tasted really good, you know.

Anything tastes good when you're hungry, you know.

And uh, - so we existed.

[Background Noise]

And it was — it [inaudible] and we had no school.

We had no school for close to two [2] years, because they — they
burned all the books up.

The Americans came in there all the books, because Adolph Hitler put
in each book a picture was Adolph Hitler.

[00:46:30]
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[00:46:30]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: He said, ‘education is the — is your
way to — to become uh, - a man or you're — you're to support the —
the State, to the government’.

You can, to the, you know, education is number one [1].

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: So, that was published in all

the books?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: In every book was [inaudible].
[Talking Over Each Other]
But the first [1st] — the first [1st] pages, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah. All they would have to do is
tear — tear these pages out.

They burn all the books and we had no books.

So, they — they came up; oh, somebody found uh, - some books from
my uncle.

Oh, there was a book on Chemistry, a book on — on uh, -, Physics,
you know, from nineteen-twenty [1920], you know.

So, that's what we could use when it was before Hitler.

We didn't hear any history about the Germans.

We couldn't teach any Histories till uh, - uh, - even before eighteen-
seventy [1870].

[00:47:24]
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[00:47:24]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: The War with France, it was
Napoleon [sp] was on back, we couldn't get.

[Background Noise]

We got all The Middle Ages, you ask me about Middle Ages.

I tell you the old antiques, 1 know everything about that.
That's — that's what we learned in school, you know.

And 1 just could not take that anymore.

I said, ‘why? And | want to be happy like these Americans’.
Then 1 found out that my Father's cousin is in America.

And I said, well, and most of the people they would get packages
from their friends here in The America.

We did never get anything from him.

So, he was the black sheep of the family.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And he —when he — my Father's
uncle died it was his Father.

He came out and went to the funeral, and uh, - Bill, he was from
South Texas.

He lived in McAllen, Texas, in — in actually in San Juan, Texas.

And uh, - so Bill was in America.

Now why does he [inaudible]?

He says, ‘oh, he's — he owes me money because he was a gambler’.
And, you know, he came out there to his Father's funeral, and got a
[00:48:43]
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[00:48:43]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: little bit of money when his Father
died what he left him.

And then he [inaudible], so, my Father had to pay his trip back to
America.

[Laughter]

You know, in the thirties [1930's], you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, anyway, | said, ‘why can't we
write him’?

‘Well, we don't have an address or nothing’.

Now he had a sister and she was [inaudible] Emmy, Aunt Emmy.
And she was married to The Chief of Police of Paris.

You know, she was a French girl.

And 1 said, uh, - you know, we were on the border.

And so, [inaudible] so, I — she came out to visit us.

And she brought the first [1st] time, | never — | never seen it before.

She brought cantaloupes, you know, we didn't — never see a melon.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: From South Texas?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: No, from — from — from South

France.

[00:49:38]
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[00:49:38]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay. Yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, so, and she said — so, my
Father told her, ‘you know, that crazy guy he wants to go to
America’.

And she said, ‘did you write to Bill’?

And he says, ‘well we don't have no address’.

He says, ‘1 — I go write him.’

And 1 have applied for Brazil.

I had applied for Canada.

I had applied for America, uh, - Australia.

They would pay the way to go there.

I had a permit to go to — to those three [3] countries.

I had my trip to go to Canada.

I left for Canada, and the night before 1 had an accident and 1
couldn't go.

And | had just got my money back.

I — 1 worked my way over, and was supposed to work on the
freighter for fifty dollars [$50.00].

They pay me fifty dollars [$50.00].

And I work on the freighter as a — a waiter, you know, to — to go to
Canada.

Well, I didn't [inaudible].

So, right then I get this letter from — from Texas, and it was
addressed to me.

[00:50:44]
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[00:50:44]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And they were waiting for me to
come home from school.

And I said, [inaudible] was it, you know, 1 — |1 was really shaky, and |
opened it up.

And he says, ‘listen, | know what you go through, 1 went through
that same thing, you don't want to go to Canada’.

‘You need some help’.

I went to New York, and I had one [1] friend in New York, and he
helped me get my feet on the ground.

And he says, ‘you come and see me over here’.

And he had to put up a letter of credit for twenty thousand dollars
[$20,000].

But then I was married and | had a son that was eight [8] months
old.

And it took two [2] years before 1 get my papers to go to America.

I had to qualify that 1 was not a Nazi; 1 — that I didn't have uh, -
Socialist — Socialistic tendency.

I was not a Communist; that I had a uh, - a Police record.

I had uh, - 1 had to be healthy.

You know, | had to go to — to the German doctors, and then I had to
go to the American doctors in Franklin and my wife too.

And then the — my wife, they send her to; this is a funny thing too.
She had a — a molar it was bad.

And he says, ‘that molar has to come out’.

So, she went to her dentist, and this guy was a — a donkert [sp], and
[00:52:15]
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[00:52:15]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: he pulled the — the tooth next to
it.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, I nearly went over there to

raise cane but anyway.

He — he said, ‘okay, | — I draw, | pull that other one [1] out too’.
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Sure.
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: He pulled that teeth.

The long story; my wife, my son, Marcus, who was uh, - eight [8]
months old, and myself.

We hired out to The Holland America Line.

I paid uh, - fifty dollars [$50.00]; my wife paid fifty dollars [$50.00];
for the little boy, we paid five dollars [$5.00] to come over here.

And 1 had to help serve in the kitchen, you know, the food, you know.
They had about eighteen — eighteen [18] passengers.

It was a uh, - the — the boat was called The Alabaster Dyke [sp].

And it was a freighter about uh, - nine thousand [9,000] tons, a small
ship.

And we left Amberg [sp] on the thirteenth [13%"] of August; the
thirteenth [13"] of uh, - April, nineteen-fifty-six [1956], and came to
Texas three [3] weeks later.

[00:53:33]
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[00:53:33]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Can we stop? Go, ahead,

I'm sorry.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Huh?

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: I — I was gonna ask if we
could step back real quick, and what?
What — did you have the opportunity to take over the butcher shop in

Germany, or?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah, yeah, cause | was the oldest
one [1], you know, and | named it.

The butcher shop was in the name of ‘Karl Kuby’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: My grandfather; see my — the
Kuby's uh, - they always said, ‘we are descendants [sp] of Charles

Main [sp]’, you knowv.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, yeah.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, and they always had a
Karl in the family.

You know, that means Karl is Charles, you know.

[00:54:09]
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[00:54:09]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: The Germany, well, 1 do Gen —
Genealogy work; I'm back to one thousand [1,000] now.

On my Mother's line, whose name is Urschel [sp].

Has nothing to do with The Kuby's.

But I found they are Dukes and Counts, and they go back to one
thousand [1,000].

And the place where — where that guy is — is about a hundred and
twenty [120] miles from where Charles Main [sp] reignhed.

And 1 wouldn't be surprised that Charles Main [sp] had a bunch of
illegitimate children, you know.

[Talking Over Each Other]

So, | might we having a little Charles Main [sp], [inaudible] but not

through my Father's line.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right. [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, - so, anyway, but uh, -, we
made it; we stopped in Cuba for three [3] days to unload.

You know, we — and then we picked up some more stuff and then we
took it to Miami.

But we couldn't go off the board, because my — I could not go off

board except in Houston, you know.

[00:55:19]
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[00:55:19]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Houston? Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah. So, when we came into
Houston, then we came off aboard, and | walked out.

And I see this guy walk around with a sign, ‘Karl Kuby — Karl Kuby’.
And I say, ‘well, that's my name’; 1 mean, [inaudible].

And 1 walked over there, and he says, ‘Oh, Bill sent me out here to
pick you up and put you on an airplane and fly you to McAllen.’

I said, ‘okay’.

So, he [inaudible], my cousin had uh, - about twenty [20] crop
dusters.

You know, he — he educated the B52's; he had the B uh, - twenty
[20] — twenty-fours [24], the bombers.

He — he trained the pilots for the — for the B24's in World War 11.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, wow.

So, they didn't — I was wondering about that, cause there was —
there's some Concentration Camps in South Texas at the time.

I guess they didn't bother your?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: No, no, no, no, no.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: They didn't try to do that?
Put him in there or anything like that?

[00:56:21]
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[00:56:21]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: No, no, no, no, they didn't.

When he — 1 was there with Bill, and I.

So, Bill came to the airport in McAllen; [inaudible] The Trans — Trans
Texas Airline with a DC3.

My poor wife, she was sea sick on — on the boat.

Uh, -, we — we were twenty-one [21] days on that boat.

And I'm telling you, three [3] days we were in a big storm, you
know.

In the spring time you have a lot of storm there.

And we were right outside of Dover, and they couldn't move, because
— and that horn goes [making noise].

And then you hear the [making noise], [making noise], [making
noise], and then there was a — everybody stand still.

You know, because they were afraid they run into each other.

There were no radar like that today, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Right.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And then finally we made it.

Then when it, but she would be so sea sick.

The only one [1] that wasn't sea sick is my son.

He was the happiest little kid [inaudible].

So, | was out there and uh, - and | helped.

I had the boy at night, and | started getting sea sick too, because my
wife was so sea sick.

[00:57:29]
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[00:57:29]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And so the — the first [1st] mate;
the — the steer man, you know, the — the next in command after the
captain, he was German.

And he told me, he says, ‘well, when you get sea sick, you walk up to
the front of the ship, to the bough, and hold yourself right there, and
let that ice cold water flow over you’.

‘And you lose your sea sickness, you get okay’.

And I did that; | walked up there, and those waves, they came up,
and | got good.

They went ten [10] — fifteen [15] feet higher than me, you know.
And | was just soaking wet.

And I came back, and he said, ‘where you come from’?

And 1 said, ‘well, 1 told you what you did’.

And he said, ‘no, | was just joking’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]
So it didn't work. [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, it worked, it worked.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Oh, it did work. [Laughter]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: | was scared to death to get it
again.

[00:58:20]
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[00:58:20]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: So, | — [Laughter]

So, we came down and then on the way down, and she got, my wife
got even air sick.

I said, ‘you get everything’.

And he — and then we were down, and then she got home sick.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter] Oh.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: That was the worse one [1].

And then we came to Texas and it was just like coming to paradise.
You know, I mean, the first [1st] meal I got; | never forget it.

They came out the kids; he had kids that were [inaudible] a bit little
younger.

I was twenty-four [24] years; twenty-three [23] years old.

Wait a minute; yeah, twenty-three [23] years old.

So, the first [1st] meal we had they came and brought us a
cantaloupe from the field cut in half [1/2].

They filled it that much with vanilla ice cream.

And man-oh-man, my wife went; ‘What is that? What is this’?

And | said, ‘that's a cantaloupe’; and I — I knew it from my — my Aunt
from France, you know.

And but I never ate it with vanilla ice cream in it.

I thought it was the best stuff ever.

[00:59:28]
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[00:59:28]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And I was down there and he took
me to a grocery store.

And the — and the manager was a Jewish guy by the name of ‘Bruno’.
[Background Noise]

Bruno was uh, - | think he was from Germany; he was from — from
The Rhine Land.

And he says, ‘I teach you all about the groceries; the grocery store.’
‘And you a butcher?’

‘Yeah, I said, I make you a butcher; American cutting.’

And I said, ‘Okay, uh, - [inaudible].

And 1 said, ‘I really don't like that too much.’

And he says, ‘Well, I got another job for you.’

So, he took me to the Marr [taking a breath] - to The Marr Meat

Packing Company in — in San Juan, Texas; these were Canadians.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: The Marr?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Marr Meat Packing; they don't

exist anymore.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Do you know how?
How did you spell it?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: M, A, R, R.

[01:00:22]
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[01:00:22]
INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Okay.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And there was uh, - Jack, Bob, and
Henry — Henry — Henry Marr — Jack and Bob, they were the owners.
They were Canadians.

And Bob Marr was a — he was in The British Navy during World War |
- —World — World War 11, you know.

And he was a cusser, you know, he — he really could cuss like a
sailor.

You know, British Navy they're — they're known for that.

So, I came in that business, and uh, -, ‘so, what do you’?

‘Well we want you to make sausage’.

And 1 said, ‘okay’.

I have never seen anything like this in my life.

They were making — there was another meat packing company out
there.

And it was Hinojosa in — in Harlin - in Harlingen — Hinojosa, and they
were big — bigger.

And we only — we had about sixty [60] employees, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Sure.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And uh, - so, we would make
wieners; number one [1] wieners; number two [2] wieners.
Number one [1] bologna; number two [2] bologna.

[01:01:48]
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[01:01:48]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And I'm telling you, 1 have never
knew that you could make bologna out of — out of flour and milk, you
know.

I had never seen that; so they made the number two [2] bologna,
they used uh, - twenty [20] pounds of meat; twenty [20] pounds of
flour; twenty [20] pounds of milk powder; and uh, - sixty [60]
pounds of ice.

Chop it up, and then they put coloring in it, and spices, and they —
and they make that.

Then we put them in the smoke house and smoke them overnight.

It was the number one [1]; it was more like bread than — than — than

meat, you know.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: So, like a — so, make a third

[379] meat?

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: Yeah.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: [Laughter]

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And then to make the number one
[1] we used sixty [60] pounds of meat, and not quite as much stuff.
And it was a fairly; it was okay.

And so, they would sell that to the store.

And they put the expiration date on it.

[01:02:51]
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[01:02:51]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: You know, they had to guarantee
it one [1] week since they were a small business.

So, after the one [1] week, they get that back what — what didn't
sell.

You know, they picked it up, they — they — they get it one [1] day —
one [1] day delivery — one [1] week.

One [1] day they went to this store on every Thursday.

And they take the old one [1] off and put on the new one [1].

And then they put it and they — and we had a cooler that was about
three [3] times as big as these two [2] rooms together, you know.
And they had them full of barrels — fifty-five [55] gallon barrels
with where olives came in.

You know, we made an olive loaf — pickle and olive loatf.

And — and uh, - they used the — the olives they come pickled.

You know, they come in a vinegar solution.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And they put all these packages
with the paper and with the mold, and everything in those barrels
and they left them there.

And 1 said, ‘what do you do with it?’

‘Oh, you will see, that is — that's our money maker’.

‘What you — I'?

Anyway, so, here comes the cutting season.

[01:04:09]
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[01:04:09]
INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And at that time they had ‘for

sales’, you know, ‘for sales’.

INTERVIEWER: MARVIN BENDELE: Agreeing.

INTERVIEWEE: KARL KUBY SR.: And my cousin had — he had
fifteen hundred [1,500] acres.

But he was mainly in the crop dusting business.

He flew twenty [20] — twenty [20] airplanes.

I said, ‘can 1 fly?’

And he says, ‘Oh, I might take you with me’.

And my wife found out that 1 wanted to fly.

And she says, ‘no, I don't want to be married to; I don't want to be a
widow, don't do that please.’

And I said, ‘okay, I am not gonna do it’, you know.

So, I wouldn't fly.

So, | went to that meat packing.

So, we make that sausage.

And on the Tuesday when the cutting season came, all these ‘for
sales’ came in.

They take all that 